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1 CIRCLE FAQS 

Frequently Asked 
Questions 

Answers 
 

What is the CIRCLE Assessment? 

The new assessment is the CIRCLE assessment (previously known 
as C-PALLS+) developed by researchers at the Children’s Learning 
Institute (CLI). This Pre-K assessment tool is designed to measure 
young children’s literacy and language skills (vocabulary, letter 
identification, and phonological awareness). It also includes 
scales for mathematical skills (numbers, counting shapes, and 
operations) and social-emotional skills. 

When does the assessment 
window open for Pre-K BOY 
(Wave 1), MOY (Wave 2), and 
EOY (Wave 3)? 

Wave 1: BOY – Oct. 15 – Nov. 5, 2014 
Wave 2: MOY – Jan. 12 – 30, 2015 
Wave 3: EOY – Apr. 20 – May 8, 2015 

When does the screener window 
open for Kinder? 

The window for the Kinder Readiness Screener opens Oct. 15 and 
closes Oct. 29.  Teachers have 2 weeks to administer the screener 
using Wave 3 (EOY) of the CIRCLE assessment. 

What are the required subtests 
for the Pre-K BOY (Wave 1)? 

Literacy Math Observables 

Letter Naming Rote Counting Book and Print 
Concepts 

Vocabulary Naming Shape Naming Early Writing 

Listening Number 
Identification 

 

Rhyming 1 and 2 Number Naming  

Alliteration Shape 
Discrimination 

 

Words in a 
Sentence 

Counting Sets  

Syllabication   

Onset-Rime   
 

What are the required subtests 
for the Kinder Readiness 
Screener (Wave 3)? 

Literacy Math Observables 

Letter Naming Rote Counting Book and Print 
Concepts 

Vocabulary Naming Shape Naming Early Writing 

Letter-Sound Number 
Identification 

 

Listening Number Naming  

Rhyming 1 and 2 Shape 
Discrimination 

 

Alliteration Counting Sets  

Words in a 
Sentence 

  

Syllabication   

Onset-Rime   
 

How do I register for CLI Engage? 

 

Beginning the first week of October, you will receive an email 
from the Children’s Learning Institute. This email contains a 
unique link you will be directed to click-on to complete the 
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registration process. After clicking on the link, you will be 
prompted to sign into the Engage platform with a Google 
Account.  Logging in will take you to a final registration page.  
Please complete the required fields and click “submit”. This will 
finalize the registration process for Engage. 

I don’t have a Google Account. 
How do I setup a Google 
Account? 

 

If you do not have a Google Account, you can create one using 
your existing email account or by creating a Gmail account. To 
use your current email address to setup a new Google Account, 
click “I prefer to use my current email address” below the 
“Choose Your Username” box.  Complete the required fields and 
follow on-screen instructions. Please write down your username 
and password somewhere convenient.   

Where do I go to administer the 
CIRCLE Assessment? 

Log in to www.cliengage.org with your Google username and 
password.  Select “CIRCLE Assessment System” on the Engage 
dashboard. 

How do I upload my class roster 
on Engage? 

CLI will upload class rosters for the pilot year (2014-2015).  You 
can add and drop students that may join or leave your classroom 
by logging into www.cliengage.org, selecting “Administrative” on 
the dashboard, clicking on “Student Management” and following 
on-screen directions. 

When will I be able to access 
reports from the CIRCLE 
Assessment System? 

The reporting features will be available at the end of October. 
Please refer to the resources page for additional trainings and 
resources at that time. 

How valid is this test for 
students with disabilities, since 
there's a response time that 
some may not meet? 

 

The CIRCLE Assessment has not been validated with special needs 
students.  A campus should consider a student’s IEP to determine 
whether CIRCLE is an appropriate progress monitoring 
assessment and/or determine which parts of the assessment are 
most appropriate to administer. 

Will we have access to 
vocabulary cards prior to 
testing? 

 

The purpose of the CIRCLE Assessment System is to provide data 
to guide instructional practices. The Rapid Vocabulary Naming 
assessment specifically provides a snapshot of what the child 
knows at that given time to help teachers plan future instruction. 
Flash cards are not available and we do not encourage teachers 
to prep students to take the CIRCLE Assessment. 

How long does it take to 
administer the CIRCLE 
Assessment per student? 

Each assessment domain takes approximately 15 minutes per 
student to administer. Teachers are required to give the literacy 
and math components, as well as observable behaviors. 

Should I assess my student in 
English or Spanish? 

 

The CIRCLE Assessment is available in English and Spanish. 
Language of assessment is decided by the administrator; some 
campuses following the 50/50 dual language model are assessing 
their students in different ways.  Below are some of the options: 
 Assess the students in all of the district required subtests in 

both languages 
 Assess the students in their native language in all of the 

district required subtests 
 Assess the students in their native language for the Language 

Arts subtests and in Spanish for the Math subtests. 

http://www.cliengage.org/
http://www.cliengage.org/
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Check with your administrator before administering the 
assessments. 

If a child refuses to answer (bad 
day) can you invalidate and give 
it another day? 

 

Please take into account the child’s general mood before 
administering the CIRCLE Assessment. Assessments should only 
be invalidated if a scoring error was made by the teacher, or if 
there was an interruption in the classroom (fire drill etc.) during a 
rapid assessment that cannot be corrected.  All assessments, 
except Rapid Vocabulary Naming and Rapid Letter Naming, can 
be paused and scoring errors can be corrected by selecting the 
“previous” button and correcting the prior item. 

Is CIRCLE a student progress 
measure? 

CIRCLE is a Student Progress Measure for all students enrolled in 
Pre-K.  Student Progress is designed to allow teachers to 
demonstrate their influence on students’ progress by setting 
individualized starting points for each student.  Therefore, 
teachers must ensure accurate diagnostic assessments are 
completed and appropriate starting points are assigned.  The End 
Goals for each starting point on the CIRCLE assessment are 
specified on pages 73-74 of the Student Performance Guidebook. 

 


