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Brain Smart  Start--UNITE

The Humpty Dumpty Song

Everybody likes to Humpty Dumpty, Dumpty

Everybody likes to Humpty Dumpty, Dumpty

Ohhhhhh, Humpty Dumpty sat on a wall

Humpty Dumpty had a great fall

Humpty Dumpty, Dumpty

Version by Dr. Thomas Moore



Brain Smart Start—Disengage Stress

Let’s get EGG-cited 

about learning!



Brain Smart Start--Connect

Humpty Dumpty

Humpty Dumpty sat on a wall

Humpty Dumpty had a great fall

All the king’s horses and all the king’s men

Could put Humpty together again



Brain Smart Start--COMMIT

Our EGG-spectations are for you to….

• Actively participate

• Show mutual respect

• Limit side conversations

• Use mobile devices courteously

• Be extraordinary!



Expected Outcomes

Learn…

• what Guided Reading is and purpose

• how to know when your students are ready

• how to create Guided Reading groups

• what to do in a Guided Reading small group

• resources to use



List-Group-Label

On a sheet of  blank paper…

• LIST as many words that come to your mind when you hear the topic: 

Guided Reading.

• GROUP the words you have jotted down. (You can sort them by any 

characteristic that seems to fit i.e. instructional strategies, materials, misc.)

• LABEL each group with the reason for the grouping.



Reading Progression

Modeled

(Think Aloud)

Shared 

(Think Along)

Interactive 

(Think Together)

Guided 

(Think on my own 
with coaching)

Independent 
(Think on my own)



Guided Reading

Irene Fountas and Gay Su Pinnell say…

“Guided Reading is a teaching approach designed to 

help individual students learn how to process a variety 

of  increasingly challenging texts with understanding 

and fluency.”



Are your students ready 

for Guided Reading?

What to look for:

1. Does the child have a firm understanding of  what 

reading is all about?

2. Has the child mastered directionality?

3. Does the child have one-to-one matching?

4. Can the child hold sentences in auditory memory?



Are your students ready 

for Guided Reading?

What to look for:

5. Is the child making the sound-symbol connection?

6. Has the child learned some high frequency words?

7. Does the child know most letters of  the alphabet?

8. Does the child exhibit interest in reading?



Important to remember…

• If a student is unable to read Level A 
and has fewer than 40 letters, do not use 

guided reading. Use the Pre-A small 
group lesson format to build expertise in 
oral language, phonemic awareness, 

letter knowledge, and concepts of print. 

• -Jan Richardson



Determining Levels

A B C D E F G H I J K 

L M N O P Q R S T U 

V W X Y Z



Factors in Leveling Text





Teaching 
Cards

35 Titles at each level

6 copies per level

5,460

Books

Implementation

Guides
2 Resource Kits

16

30 

Copies



You have students that are ready.

What next?
Assessment Information

Dictated Sentence • Phonemic awareness: ability to hear sounds in words, link sounds to letters, 

and write the sounds in sequence

• Letter formation

• Concepts of  print: left to right directionality, spacing, return sweep, 

punctuation

Writing Sample • Language skills: English syntax, vocabulary, ability to construct an idea

• Phonemic awareness/phonic skills: hearing sounds in sequence, 

sound/letter links, spelling of  high frequency words, letter formation

• Concepts of  print: directionality, spacing, return sweep, punctuation

Word List • Sight-word knowledge, decoding skills

Running Record • Strategies, reading levels



Assessment Summary Chart



Flexible Grouping



Where do we keep this information?



Guided Reading Lessons



•Pre-A Level



Pre-A Lesson Framework



Pre-A Lesson Resources

http://circleonline.uth.edu/
http://circleonline.uth.edu/
http://www.pinterest.com/hisdechdept/
http://www.pinterest.com/hisdechdept/


Pre-A Lesson Video

Find the Letter

Activity

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R0ywzkwrRqo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R0ywzkwrRqo


Pre-A Lesson Video

Initial Consonants

Activity

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RLEJrl2IwSM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RLEJrl2IwSM


Pre-A Lesson Plan

Choose one activity 

for each of  these 

components.



Let’s Move!

A. How do you know if  your students are in 

the Pre-A level?

B. What are some of  the assessments you 

can use to determine what level your 

students may be at?



Emergent Level



Prepare students to read text that 

is a bit difficult.

This is the scaffolding.

Students practice the reading 

process while they whisper/ silent 

read.

Teacher coaches.

Teacher facilitates a discussion about 

the text.

Teacher targets a need students had 

while reading.



Before Reading

Emergent

• Bookwalk

• Anchor words/Key words

• Patterns



During Reading

Students whisper read until the end 

of  first grade. From second grade 

on, students read silently.



Emergent Whisper Reading

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AN9C-hShTf0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AN9C-hShTf0


During Reading



After Reading



Emergent Guided Reading Video

http://houstonisdpsd.org/video-exemplar/video-landing-page/370-guided-reading-emergent-lesson-levels-a-c?view=item
http://houstonisdpsd.org/video-exemplar/video-landing-page/370-guided-reading-emergent-lesson-levels-a-c?view=item


Emergent Lesson Plan



Let’s Move!

A. What occurs in the “Before” part of  the   

lesson of  an emergent lesson plan?

B. What are some of  the teaching points 

that occur in the “After” reading?



Guided Reading Book Bags

Familiar books that students have mastered 

and can read on their own can be kept in 

their book bag.  These can be sent home for 

students to practice or kept for use during 

literacy work stations and small group. 

Ziploc bag reinforced 

with duct tape.

Laminated 

envelope



Materials Needed for Guided Reading

• Alphabet Charts

• Letter/sound checklist

• 6 dry-erase boards, markers and erasers

• 6-8 sets of  lower-case magnetic letters

• Pictures for sound sorts (initial consonants and short medial vowels)

• Leveled books

• Copies of  lesson plans (Guided Reading binder or small group binder)

• High frequency word chart

• Sound box template



Organizing your table

for guided reading



Tips to consider

• Have a signal so that students know 

you are working with a small group.

• Be organized and prepared!



Management Systems



What are the other kids doing while 

you are working with a small group?

Literacy Work Stations

And many more!



Resources



Reading A-Z



Next Steps

Take a few minutes at your table 

to plan out your next steps to 

implement Guided Reading in 

your classroom. 

We will share some of  your plans. 



Keep in Mind



#Reflections

Tweet about todays training. 

Use the @echdepartment

And let us know a take away you 

will begin to implement in your 

classroom. Make sure your 

#hashtag has something to do 

with your reflection. 

Please leave on your table when 

complete. 


