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Brain Smart Start:
Five Silly Monkeys

Five silly monkeys

Swingin’ on a vine.

Laughing in the treetops,

Everything was fine.

But then the wind blew – one monkey fell.

There were five monkeys – now there are four.

Four silly monkeys

Swingin’ on a vine.

Laughing in the treetops,

Everything was fine.

But then the wind blew – one monkey fell.

There were four monkeys – now there are three.

Three , then two, then….

One silly monkey swingin’ on a vine.

Laughing in the treetops, everything was fine.

But then the wind blew, and the monkey fell.

No more monkeys – that’s the end of this tale!



Monkey Breathing



One Little Monkey

One little monkey sitting in a tree
Teasing Mr. Alligator, 
“You can’t catch me!”
Along came Mr. Alligator as quiet as could be . . 
And said “Will you be friends with me?”



Are you willing?



Expected Outcomes

• Teachers will become more familiar with 
the STEM approach in early childhood.

• Teachers will be able to implement the 
STEM approach in common early 
childhood themes. 



What is STEM?
• STEM is an interdisciplinary and applied 

approach that is coupled with hands-on, 
problem-based learning. 

• STEM is  a way of thinking about how 
educators at all levels should be helping 
students integrate knowledge across 
disciplines, encouraging them to think in  
a more connected and holistic way.



Effective Early Childhood 
STEM Programs

• Children are 

active and 

engaged.

• Goals are 

clear and 

shared by 

all.

• Valued 

content is 

learned 

through 

investigation, 

play and 

focused 

intentional 

learning.

• Curriculum 

builds on prior 

learning and 

experiences.

• Curriculum is 

evidence-based.

• Curriculum is 

comprehensive.



Five Senses

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OWW5IaDCj1g
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OWW5IaDCj1g


Science

Science in early childhood must involve 
extended exploration and engagement 

with objects, items and phenomena 
found in the natural environment. The 

goal of science instruction is to 
encourage children’s understanding of 
the world and build on their current 

understanding of the world.



Integrating Science

VI.A.1. Child describes, observes, 
and investigates properties and 
characteristics of common objects.



Technology
• Technology and digital 
media can be effective 
tools in early childhood if 
used intentionally and 
appropriately.  

• Ideally technology should 
be used when the content 
can enhance other 
activities. 



Integrating Technology

X.A.1. Child opens and navigates through software programs designed to 
enhance development of appropriate concepts.

www.pbskids.org/curiousgeorge/busy
day/apples/

www.pbskids.org/sid/isense.html

http://pbskids.org/curiousgeorge/busyday/apples/


Engineering

Engineering is the 
practical application of 

science and math to solve 
problems, and it is everywhere 
in the world around you. From 
the start to the end of each 
day, engineering technologies 

improve the ways that we 
communicate, work, travel, 

stay healthy, and entertain 
ourselves.)



Integrating Engineering

V.C.2. Child creates shapes.
IX.B.1. Child shows control of tasks that 
require small-muscle strength and control. 



Math

Math concepts and skills build 
on previously acquired 

concepts and skills.  Math in 
prekindergarten involves 

experiences with basic number 
concepts, counting and sorting 
objects and building with two-

or three dimensional items. 



Integrating Math

Math: Graph your 
favorite apple.

V.E.2. Child collects data organizes it in a graphic 
representation.



Five Senses Activities and 
Resources

http://hisdearlychildhood.wordpress.com



Your Turn

Each table will be 
assigned a content area 
(Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math).

Develop an activity in 
your assigned content 
area using the Sink or 
Float theme. Be prepared 
to share your activities 
with the group.

FLOAT

SINK



Questions

I’m curious 
about the 
answer…


